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Executive Summary
The Women’s Forum of North Carolina is pleased to
present the fourth report on gender composition on
selected governmental boards and commissions. First
published in 1999, the report has raised awareness of the
lack of gender equity in appointments to what are often
called “power boards” for their decision-making authority,
financial allocations, and influence on making policies that
affect a majority of North Carolinians. The 2013 report,
“Closing the Leadership Gap: Achieving Gender Equity on
North Carolina Boards and Commissions,” made several
recommendations including:

politics and our past
President, Valerie Fields,
brought media attention
to the need for women to
achieve and maintain social,
economic and political progress
and power (http://womensforumnc.
org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/
Open-Letter-to-NC-Media_2014.pdf).
With the current report, we affirm our
commitment to assisting the women
of North Carolina to increase their
influence on the social, economic,
and political progress of our state.
The current report provides information on the proportion of female
appointees on 24 power boards (see
Appendix A for descriptions), which
is an increase of 13 surveyed boards
since the 2013 report. The gender
parity on specific boards is discussed
as are trends over the last decade.
The report also provides information
on the board appointment process
and recommendations for women
of North Carolina, legislators, and
Women’s Forum Members.

• Conducting further research into the reasons for inequities,
• Increasing efforts of women’s groups that work to increase
women’s memberships on boards and commissions, and
• Educating policymakers in North Carolina about the
need to improve gender parity.
The Women’s Forum has published these diversity
reports over the last two decades as a way to highlight the lack of gender parity on Power Boards
and to encourage those with appointing
authority to recommend more women for
positions. These reports are also intended to inform the general public about
where opportunities for public service
on boards and commissions exist.
In the last five years, the Women’s
Forum’s coalition NC Women
Matter (https://ncwomenmatter.org) has mobilized
women to advocate
for increased voting
power and influence
over statewide
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